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We hope this newsletter finds you well and a warm welcome

to our new plot holders.

End of season International Food Celebration

What a fantastic way to wrap up the season! Our End of Season
International Food Celebration on Saturday, October 25th, was an
absolute triumph, and we're still buzzing from the wonderful atmosphere!

A massive, heartfelt thank you to everyone who came along and so
generously shared their incredible dishes from around the world. From
savoury delights to sweet treats, every bite was a testament to the amazing
diversity and culinary talent within our community — we truly enjoyed every
single one!

It was such a lovely chance to catch up, share stories about what went well
this season, and get excited about the possibilities for the next. Great
company, delicious food, and plenty of laughter — the perfect recipe for a
community gathering!

And speaking of getting together, mark your calendars! We're already
looking forward to our new Christmas hot drinks, mince pies and cake
Get-Together on Sunday 14th December, 3pm-5pm. We'll be inviting our
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neighbouring houses and the Friends of Poverest Park team to join us too,
making it an even bigger celebration of community spirit!

Thank you again for making our celebration so special. It's moments like
these that truly make our allotment more than just plots of land —it's a
vibrant, delicious community!

Biodiversity
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Britain's hedgehogs need our help!

Hedgehogs are on the Red List for British mammals, vulnerable to
extinction, and are protected in the UK under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981. London’s hedgehog population has fallen by nearly a 1/3 since 2000.
Why?

o Lifeless gardens — increase in artificial lawns, decking, paving etc. Tidier

gardens.

o Barriers to movement — more fences, busier roads.

e Decline in Prey — dramatic loss of beetles, insects due to use of
pesticides.

What can we do to help

¢ Provide healthy connected habitats. Cut a 13cmx13cm hole in the
bottom of fences. Make sure there are suitable spaces in our gardens
and allotments.

o Stop using_pesticides.

e CHECK BONFIRES BEFORE LIGHTING. Ideally build on the same day
as they are lit.

« If you are lucky enough to see a hedgehog let me know and record your
sighting via https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/campaigns/record-your-

sightings/hedgehog

Biodiversity Group

Just a reminder about our new Poverest Allotments Biodiversity Group. Our
aim is to increase the Biodiversity on our site by working together on a number
of projects, as well as spreading the word about the importance of growing
with wildlife in mind.

You are welcome to join us, we are meeting in the Community Hub at 10.30

on Sunday 9th November 2025 to discuss plans for 2026.
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Plot Rents

Get ready for your annual rent invoices, which will start landing in your
inboxes (or letterboxes!) this month! Payment for the upcoming year will be
due by no later than 31st January, 2026.

As you may recall from our Annual General Meeting, we've transitioned to a
new spreadsheet system for managing our accounts. While we've done our
very best to ensure all details are correct and up-to-date, please accept our
apologies in advance if your invoice isn't quite right. We're still getting
everything settled!

If you spot any discrepancies, please don't hesitate to email us
at poverestallotments@gmail.com and let us know. We'll be happy to sort
out any issues promptly.

Here's a quick reminder of how your rent is calculated:
The base rent for a half plot this year is £38.
 [f you attended 2 work parties this year AND have your plot number
clearly displayed, then your final figure is simply the base rent of £38.
Thank you for your fantastic contribution!
* Oops, missed one? If you attended 1 work party, an additional £10
will be added to your rent.
* No Work Parties this year? If you weren't able to make it to any work
parties, an additional £20 will be added.
« [f your plot number isn't on display, an extra £10 will be added to
your invoice. (Remember, this helps us keep the site running smoothly
and is a requirement under your tenancy agreement!)

We truly appreciate your understanding as we implement our new system
and your continued support in keeping our wonderful allotment site thriving.
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Alloment jobs
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As November rolls in, it's time to give our plots some well-deserved winter

TLC! Focusing on these key tasks now will ensure your plot stays healthy and
is raring to go for the next growing season.

Here's your friendly November checklist:

o Clear: Remove dead or dying plants (compost the healthy bits, take
diseased material to the dump).

* Feed Your Soil: Give your plot a treat by incorporating well-rotted
manure or homemade compost to boost soil health.

» Protect Your Crops: Keep those hungry pigeons at bay by checking
and repairing mesh netting, ensuring it's clear of your precious plants.

o Plant for the Future: Get your garlic and overwintering onion sets in the
ground now for a fantastic harvest next year!

e Fruit Tree TLC: It's a great time to prune fruit trees and plant dormant
bare-root fruit trees (if the ground isn't too solid).

o Compost Power: Collect fallen leaves and other green debris — they're
perfect for your compost bin or as mulch!

e Plan Ahead: Take a moment to reflect on what grew well this year and
what didn't, helping you plan for an even better season ahead.

By tackling these tasks, we'll all be setting ourselves up for a brilliant start!

As always, please keep your speed down when driving on our site to protect
the roads; please don't park blocking a road or in front of the wood chip and
manure bays; make sure you proudly display your plot number on your plot
and the padlock numbers are facing up when you leave. J,
Thank you for your continued support
Rob, Lesley, Graham, Natalia, Arun, Rachel, Bob and Ester

Event Diary 2025
December: Sunday 14th, 3pm to 5pm:
Christmas hot drinks, mince pies and cake
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