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We hope this newsletter finds you well and a warm welcome
to our new plot holders.

Chairman's Chat!

The new year finds me in a position | never expected to be in, assuming the
role of Chairman of Poverest Allotments. We have had such a steady ship
over the last few years that it was a bit of a surprise to see Bill leave his role
as Chairman last September along with John and Denis both stepping down
to concentrate on actually growing things on their plot. All three leave big
boots to fill and | thank them personally for their hard work and wisdom.

| took some persuading to take on this role - as our Secretary Bob will testify
—and | know it comes with responsibilities to ensure that our organisation
runs smoothly, democratically and for the best interests of each and every
one of you as valued plot holders.

| want 2026 to be a year of stability. There is no revolution planned; but with
the help of the committee we hope to lead an evolution of Poverest
Allotments. | genuinely believe we have the best site and the best plot
holders who seem to come together to volunteer for working parties without
the need to be guilt-tripped into turning up. Believe me, that doesn’t happen
at every allotment site.

If there is one overarching goal for this year, it is to keep our site tidy. That
means being vigilant about rubbish being brought on site from other places.
Please don’t be offended if we ask you to justify certain items being stored
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on your plots; we know the essence of allotment life is to make-do-and-

mend, repurpose old bits and bobs, and use innovative methods to keep the
weeds down. But what might seem like a good idea now, often turns into the
committee’s nightmare scenario to get rid of a couple of years down the line.

Here’s to a great year of tidy plots, abundant growth, helping each other out,
and community spirit.

Rob

Next Committee Plot Maintenance Walk

Week commencing 12 January 2026 - for the full schedule click here

Plot rents due by 31st January 2026

Just a friendly reminder that your Annual Rent Payments for 2026 are due by
January 31st!

As agreed at our AGM in September, all rent invoices were sent out back in
November. If you haven't received yours, please don't hesitate to drop us an
email by clicking poverestallotments@gmail.com so we can help sort that out
for you.
For those who prefer to pay by cash (or if bank transfer isn't an option), our
Community Hub will be open on two dates this month for cash payments:

e Sunday, January 11th: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

o Saturday, January 24th: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Please remember to bring your invoice with you, and if possible, the correct
amount for your payment.

As also agreed at our AGM in September, please be aware that if we do not
receive your rent payment by January 31st, a 30-day termination of
tenancy letter will automatically be issued.

Your timely payments are crucial in helping us maintain and improve our
wonderful allotment site for everyone to enjoy.
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Thank you for your continued support!

Vacant plots

We currently have several vacant plots which we are preparing to offer to our
waiting list. However, should any of you be interested in taking on another half
plot (maximum you can have is 4 half plots) please email us by

clicking poverestalloments@gmail.com and we will let you know which ones
are available or you can check the map on our noticeboard on our Community
Hub.

The Biodiversity Group

We’re passionate about increasing biodiversity on our allotment site — the rich
variety of life in all its forms and interactions, across everyone’s plots as well as
the uncultivated areas.

Plans are underway to gather information about the population, habitat choices
and behaviours of wildlife. Also, to monitor how these things change over time to
identify trends and issues. If you would like to help with any of our citizen
science surveys let us know by email by

clicking poverestallotments@gmail.com.

We will organise walks and talks about wildlife, such as our successful Bat
Walks last year, so you can learn more about the species sharing our
allotments.

We have also rented plot 87B and are turning it into an eco-plot. We will be
growing a variety of fruit, vegetables and flowers within a range of wildlife
habitats. Using wildlife friendly methods such as making our own compost and
not using pesticides. Feel free to visit us to see how we are progressing!
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Jobs for January from the National Allotment
Society

Click here to see what we should be doing in January on our plots!

This month I'll be mainly sharing...

4 plastic chairs and one compost bin!

Each month I'll be sharing what's available for anyone to take from our sharing
shed. The rules are simple, place anything that can be re-used in our sharing
shed for others to take and make use of - recycling at its best.

If you put anything in the shed for sharing and it doesn't get taken within a
month, the item will need to be taken back and recycled at one of our local
recycling centres such as Waldo Road when it re-opens or Churchfields

Road, Beckenham.

As always, please keep your speed down when driving on our site to protect
the roads; please don't park blocking a road or in front of the wood chip and
manure bays; make sure you proudly display your plot number on your plot
and the padlock numbers are facing up when you leave. (,
Thank you for your continued support
Rob, Lesley, Graham, Rachel, Arun, Ester, Natalia and Bob

Work Party Schedule 2026

ANYTIME:
Plot Clearance, cut communal area grass and paths, rubbish collection and
clearance. Click poverestallotments@gmail.com to arrange times, jobs and
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machine/tool use.

February: Sunday, 1st February, 10am-12pm
Level road by back gate. Metal fence integration on back perimeter fence, plot
clearance, rubbish collection and clearance.

March: Sunday, 8th March, 10am-12pm:
Drain and gulley clearance, rubbish collection and clearance.
Plot clearance

July: Sunday, 12th July, 10-12pm:
Drain and gulley clearance, rubbish collection and clearance. Plot clearance

September: Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th September, 10am to 12pm:
Perimeter fence clearing/tree pruning

November: Sunday 15th November, 10am to 12pm:
Drain and gulley clearance, rubbish collection and clearance, machines cleaned
and drained

Event Diary 2026

April: Sunday 19th April, 3pm-5pm:
New season get-together (including seed swap)

September: Sunday 6th September, 11am to 2pm:
AGM and BBQ

October: Sunday 18th October, 12pm-2pm:
End of Season/International food celebration

December: Sunday 13th December, 3pm to 5pm:
Christmas drinks, mince pies and cake
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