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Poverest Allotments
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We hope this newsletter finds you well and a warm welcome

to our new plot holders.

Chairman's thoughts

May has been a month of firsts for me. Tagging along with our esteemed

and hardworking secretary, Bob, I attended a BALGL meeting for the first

time last week, having previously always a cracking excuse not to attend.

Bob is a veteran of these meetings and he seemed a little surprised that I

volunteered to attend with him. But duty calls.

For those not in the know, BALGL is Bromley Allotment and Leisure Garden

Limited. It is the umbrella organisation that represents all 51 allotment sites

in the borough, including ours. They hold quarterly meetings and are,

effectively, the conduit through which we communicate with the Council.  

Now, forgive me for the northern directness, but a couple of things really

struck me about the meeting. First was the fact that Poverest seems such a

happy place to grow. Other sites appear to be falling out with each other in

lumps whereas we seem to rub along together without friction. Second was
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that everyone at Poverest seems reassuringly normal. I don’t mean this in a

disparaging way to other sites in Bromley, but there were a few people there

who I wouldn’t want to invite round for a cup of tea and a chocolate

digestive. So, thanks again to you lovely people for being, well, lovely.

The other first for me was on 12 May when I made an appearance on the

UK’s longest-running game show Countdown (still available

on channel4.com). Sadly, it was a fleeting appearance because I managed

to lose. But the thing that will haunt me forever is the fact that I missed out

on a horticultural-themed nine-letter word and had to endure Rory Bremner

gleefully pronouncing GERMINATE in Alan Titchmarsh’s Yorkshire brogue

which, as a born-and-bred Lancastrian, rather rubbed salt in the wound.

Apparently I can have another crack at it in ten years’ time. I’ll let you know

how I get on.

Rob

Sunday 28th June Work Party 10am-12pm

Our community litter‑pick is coming up this month!  It’s a great chance for

us all to spruce up the site together before the Council inspection and have a bit

of a laugh while we’re at it. We’ll bring the black sacks, refreshments, and (as

always) a few homemade goodies. Just pop on some sturdy footwear, grab a

pair of gloves, and join in. Let’s make the place shine — together.

Plot Maintenance Walks

As the growing season gets going, your committee will be carrying out regular

plot‑maintenance walks. We’re simply checking that plots are being actively

cultivated (aiming for around 75% fruit and veg) and that paths and grass are

kept tidy — all part of your tenancy agreement and what keeps the site looking

lovely for everyone.

If your plot needs attention, you’ll receive a maintenance letter. These letters

are cumulative — once you receive one, it stays on your record. So if you

get a Letter 1 this year and the same issue crops up next year, the next one

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/countdown/on-demand/77002-027


will be Letter 2, and so on. It’s a fair system that helps keep things consistent

across the site.

If nothing changes within two weeks, a second letter will be sent, followed by a

final termination notice two weeks after that. But honestly, we’d much rather

chat than send letters — if you’re struggling or unsure, please talk to us. We’re

here to help.

We do have a long waiting list of keen growers, so if you feel you can no

longer manage your plot, just let us know. Someone will be thrilled to take it

on.

Here’s to a productive, enjoyable season ahead.

Slow down please

We’re asking you all to help us look after our site roads by keeping vehicle

speeds at 5mph or lower at all times. Our roads are quite vulnerable, and

unfortunately we’ve already had two incidents this year where speeding has

caused damage to both a plot holder’s water butts and parts of our shared

infrastructure.

Your cars are brought onto our site at your own risk. Some car insurance

policies don’t cover private roads, and our allotment insurance doesn’t

specifically cover vehicles either.

We know the majority of you already drive slowly and with consideration —

thank you. If you notice someone driving too fast, please jot down their plot

number, registration, or take a quick photo and send it to us via the usual

email address poverestallotments@gmail.com

The safety of our community is our top priority. Speeding is taken seriously,

and tenancies will be terminated if plot holders are found to be driving too fast.
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Ideas to help keep wildlife hydrated

Make a simple bird bath

An upside-down dustbin lid or terracotta saucer set on a few bricks is ideal. Fill

with tap water and a few stones, and a small log for perching. If you are lucky

a hedgehog may visit for a drink! A wooden ramp or log from the saucer to the

ground will enable them to get in and out. Site your bird bath to avoid

predators.

Key: It is essential to provide fresh water daily and clean the bird bath

once a week to prevent harmful viruses. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/make-

the-perfect-bird-bath

 

Make a butterfly puddling station

Butterflies need water and minerals to stay hydrated and healthy.

Use a shallow dish or saucer.

Fill the dish with a mixture of gravel and small stones, sand and/or soil.

Add enough water to saturate the soil/sand but ensure that not all of the

gravel/stones are underwater.

Leave near butterfly food plants.

Top up regularly during prolonged hot weather

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/actions/how-provide-water-wildlife

Help hydrate amphibians

Group containers together and keep them well watered as a refuge for frogs,

newts and toads.

Make a honeybee and other pollinators drinker

Fill a simple dish with water and add some pebbles to create different levels

that will help visitors drink safely without falling in. Place in a partly shady spot,

keep water topped up and clean regularly. Bumblebees generally get all the

water they need from drinking nectar, even in very hot weather. The best way

to help bumblebees get a drink is by watering your plants so that their flowers

keep producing nectar. In hot sunny weather, try to water plants and
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containers at cooler times of day, such as early morning or late evening, and

at the base of the plant. This reduces evaporation and can help plant roots

make the most of the water. See link below on how you can help bumblebees

during the summer.

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/news/how-to-help-bumblebees-

in-summer/#providing-water-for-bumblebees

Keep compost bins moist

Water compost bins during dry spells of weather to enable the lovely hard-

working creatures, such a worms, slugs and snails that live in them to breathe

and move. Also, the compost microbes will die if the compost dries out.

SAVE THE DATE - Sunday July 19th 10am-1pm

The Biodiversity Group would like to invite you to join us in participating

in the Butterfly Conservation Trust’s annual national campaign The Big

Butterfly Count.

Plot holders and their families will be invited to visit the Biodiversity Plot (87B)

to spend 15 minutes counting butterflies. The Biodiversity Group will provide

the necessary resources, and free refreshments will be available in our

Community Hub.

Participating will help assess how much help nature needs. The data from this

will also help to identify important trends in species that will assist in planning

how to protect butterflies from extinction, as well as understanding the effect of

climate change on wildlife.

Full details will be provided near the time. Fingers crossed for fine weather!!!

Biodiversity Group

Minutes from your Committee's latest meeting can be read by clicking here, but

will also be on our website and Facebook in due course
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Unsubscribe

As always, please don't park blocking a road or in front of the wood chip and

manure bays; make sure you proudly display your plot number on your plot

and the padlock numbers are facing up when you leave. 🙏

Thank you for your continued support

Rob, Graham, Rachel, Arun, Ester, Natalia and Bob

Work Party Schedule 2026

 

During the week: 

Plot Clearance and cut communal area grass and paths, cut/shred branches pile

behind manure bay - contact poverestallotments@gmail.com to arrange times

and machine/tool use.

 

June: Sunday, 28th June, 10am-12pm:

Rubbish clearing ready for Council inspection

 

July: Sunday, 12th July, 10-12pm:

Drain clearance and cut/shred branches behind manure and wood chip bay. Plot

clearance

 

September: Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th, 10am to 12pm:

Perimeter fence clearing/tree pruning

 

November: Sunday 15th, 10am to 12pm:

Drain clearance, machines cleaned and drained

 

Event Diary 2026

July: Sunday 19th July, 10-1pm

Biodiversity Group Butterfly Count

 

September: Sunday 6th, 11am to 2pm:

AGM and BBQ

 

October: Sunday 18th, 12pm-2pm:

End of Season/International food celebration

 

December: Sunday 13th, 3pm to 5pm:

Christmas drinks, mince pies and cake
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