
View in browser

Poverest Allotments

July's Newsletter

Юлски бюлетин - 七月通訊 - Ενημερωτικό Δελτίο Ιουλίου - Júliusi hírlevél - Liepos

mėnesio naujienlaiškis - Lipcowy biuletyn - Buletinul informativ din iulie - Июльский

информационный бюллетень - ජූලි මාසයේ පුවත් පත්‍රිකාව - Boletín de julio -

 Temmuz Bülteni - Липневий інформаційний бюлетень

We hope this newsletter finds you well and a warm welcome

to our new plot holders.

Chairman's Council Visit update

Anyone remember Nitty Nora? For those who don’t have similar scars from

childhood trauma, Nitty Nora the Bug Explorer (full name), was the

ubiquitous NHS school liaison officer who turned up unannounced at

primary schools across the country with the sole task of looking through your

hair for the dreaded nits. I needn’t have worried as my mum always ensured

I was fastidiously clean and tidy, and the nit nurse never found anything

alarming in my early 1980s pudding-bowl barnet. But there was always that

worry, even as a six year old, that she might find some creepy-crawlies and

my classmates would point and laugh at me.

 

Fast forward 45 years and I am stood before two local councillors, a

Bromley Council officer and peers from other allotments around the

borough, waiting to conduct a tour of our site. And I’m suddenly five years

old again, fretting that someone is going to discover something
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embarrassing. Not only is it illogical but it is also completely unjustified. We

have everything to proud of here at Poverest Allotments and absolutely

nothing to be embarrassed about.

 

As it turned out, our guests from Bromley Council, idVerde, BALGL and

Lower Road Allotments absolutely loved the tour of our site and meeting a

whole host of plot holders who came to say hello and welcome. It was a

warts-and-all tour, showing works in progress, works not in progress,

successes and the odd problem, but they were fascinated by our initiatives

to conserve water, increase biodiversity, monitor air quality, manage

woodland copse, provide habitat for our beloved bees and, not least, the

progress we have made on turning what was once a ramshackle shed into

what is now a proper community hub.

 

I offer my personal thanks to our secretary, Bob, who worked like a Trojan to

make the site visit run like clockwork, and to our Biodiversity Group for

wowing our visitors on their biodiversity plot. Many others volunteered by

hosting our guests with home-made food and drinks in the hub. You turned

the evening from one of pure personal dread into one of unexpected

enjoyment simply by being there and showing exactly we do here. You are

the unsung stars.

 

And, if you are wondering, I’ve still never had nits in my hair. But there are

rumours of a couple of parakeets nesting in there.

Rob

Meet our Community Heroes!

On Sunday 12th July we held our very first Community Work Party, supporting

plot holders who, due to unforeseen circumstances, have been struggling to

keep on top of their plots.



Thanks to an absolutely fantastic turnout, we were able to help two plot holders

— and what a heart‑warming effort it was. Truly inspiring teamwork that shows

just how wonderful this community really is. 

A special shout‑out to our Site Manager, Graham Garnett for organising the day

so brilliantly, and of course to Miriam O'Connell for treating us to yet another one

of her delicious homemade cakes!

Thank you so much to everyone who came along and gave their time and

energy. 

We’ll be adding more of these sessions to next year’s schedule. If you know

someone who could use a helping hand, please drop us an email

at poverestallotments@gmail.com

THE BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT 2026 EVENT ON

Sunday July 19
th

 between 10AM-1PM

What to expect

From 10 AM we will be using our Community Hub to display information

about butterflies and moths, for those who are interested in dropping in to

learn more about these fascinating and valuable creatures, and how we can

all help to increase their numbers. This will include colouring in for the

younger members of the family.

Between 11AM and 1PM (weather permitting) your 15-minute surveys can

be completed. Either on the Biodiversity Plot 87b or your own plot.

You can use the free Big Butterfly Counts App to complete the survey

https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ and download a

handy identification chart from their website at

https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/charts

We will have printed identification charts and survey sheets for those who

would prefer not to use the App or website. The printed survey sheets can

be left with us, and we will upload the results onto the Big Butterfly Count

website for you.
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Refreshments will also be provided in the hub

The Big Butterfly Count campaign 2026 runs from 17
th

 July to 9
th

 August.

You can carry out as many 15 minute surveys as you like between these

dates. If we are unlucky with the weather on 19
th

 July there will be a few

more dates when we could run our event.

We hope you will find time to participate as the data from this will also help

to identify important trends in species that will assist in planning how to

protect butterflies from extinction, as well as understanding the effect of

climate change on wildlife.

Fingers crossed for fine weather!!!

AGM & Summer BBQ date moved to 20th

September

Due to unforeseen circumstances we've had to move our AGM and Summer

BBQ to Sunday 20th September, 11am to 2pm. Pop it in your diaries and we

hope to see you all for some lively discussions and amazing food!

As always, please keep your speed down when driving on our site to protect

the roads; please don't park blocking a road or in front of the wood chip and

manure bays; make sure you proudly display your plot number on your plot

and the padlock numbers are facing up when you leave. 🙏

Thank you for your continued support

Rob, Graham, Rachel, Arun, Ester, Natalia and Bob

Work Party Schedule 2026

 

During the week: 

Plot Clearance and cut communal area grass and paths, cut/shred branches pile

behind manure bay - contact poverestallotments@gmail.com to arrange times

and machine/tool use.

 

September: Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th, 10am to 12pm:

Perimeter fence clearing/tree pruning

 

November: Sunday 15th, 10am to 12pm:

Drain clearance, machines cleaned and drained

 

Event Diary 2026
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July: Sunday 19th, 10am to 1pm

Big butterfly count

 

September: Sunday 20th, 11am to 2pm:

AGM and BBQ

 

October: Sunday 18th, 12pm-2pm:

End of Season/International food celebration

 

December: Sunday 13th, 3pm to 5pm:

Christmas drinks, mince pies and cake
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